9/23/71 

Boar i'lisa '^onaalez, 

If I didn't tell you earlier, I hope you will pardon the seeciing inipolitenesQ 
of my not taking tine to correct r.iy erriblc typing, I do too uucli v;ork, can't keep 
up ^■rith v.'hat 1 should and the alternative to inflicting tiiese errors on those to whom 
I rite is world.ng less or answ.;ring fewer letters. As I ap, .roach 59, I am finnaly 
permitting myself t. e luxury of almost 6 hours a night's Sleep most nights. The 
rest is work. I do know how bad ay typing is, how much worse it is when I rush, ;md 
I am sorry. 

^ I read your letter of the 18th, which arrived today, vmcn the mail came tMs a.ni. 
I 11 probably skim it again before I close. 

First of all, please let me know vjhat you tell me you want held in confidence. 
While I have cone to the point, with all the irresponsibles and marginal paranoids 
and real ones styling themselves "critics", that I generally pass no tiling on save on 
the spook basis of need to icnow, there are several tilings on which ^ night seek the 
estimates of some of the few others id-tii whom I work. But witiiout j’-our assent, I think 
I should not. Until I hear other'.iise from you, I vri.ll regard wliat you. iuive told me of 
your otm vxork ar, confidential. I encourage you to adopt the s:xie attitude, ^ou >iill 
learn if you do not tliat some of those you consider dependable really are not. If you 
do not want your material used, and I think you should not want it used, if you share 
much of it with some v/hoso names you've used, you may find, if they find it useful, 
that their names loay be above it and the possibility of carrying your i/ork fonvard 
may be dim-niished or ;aade impossible. 

From^the time I saw Niser given as a Iff i:aplan lawyer, I began to wonder if has 
puerile defense, if that is what it was, of the V/arren Commission, had no more to do 
with special interest than the fact that he takes cases before the Uuprene '^ourt. To 
call him 110 more than s snake is to defame Ave's serpent. Is it possible tint lie is 
one of the many lawyers the UIa has staclied away around the land? Could he represent 
more than the ?.aplan famllsr? If he represents the fund, doe tliat include the agency? 

Bay of rigsJ it was no secret. The exact point of the liwidingiray have boon, I 
realize, in question, but the fact of the coming evasion was secret from Americans 
only, i''rom what I liave seen of the exiles, it woul>l have be„n iio tro intelligence 
coup to Iqiow all, besides, uiiles-: he served some vital function in tliat abortion, 
and I can conceiveof none, it is not lilcely the bianco spooks viould have told 
he ;;dght have learned from the '^ubans, but I thinlc it more likely that this is either 
deliberate self-inflation or confabulation. WMch bring:; n,. to .n central point, ^ou seem 
to iiave seen liii'a often. If you would care to practise amateur psychiatry, wlitit is your 
estimate? borae psycliiatric conditions lend themselves to int lligcnce functions, 
haranoids are more security conscious. Thoscj with a tendency toward solf-dee.truction 
can be laore daring, etc. Nothing you have said indicates anybreal role for iiim in the 
bay of ''’igs inva;;ion, unless there was a ilexican liaison of some 1-ri.nd needed, and 
if that were the case, sven now, unless he had besin abandoned completely by the 
^gency, iiicli the spectacular rescue does not persaude, I can't imagine liin tallxing. 
nless he is sick. Besides, I consider it an over-simplification to consider tliat the 
bat jf ■'^igs was causative. 

'^ou mention JFn saying he'd take the Agency aparit and scatter it to the four 
winds. That, I believe, had to do with the final doufele-cixiss, the Bargboom case, 
where he was lied to.^iie knew about the Bay of Figs from the interregnuLa, when he was 
told wliile he was at aim Beach, I tliink you should understanf that there were tiJo JFks, 
that ho changed in Ills last year, very much. His hangup was tluit he liad not agreed to 
coEii,j.t any Ub forces, like air. They tried to cosmat him to it. itilles, ultima tel, . 
tried to Dlacicnail iiir. into agreement. The Olii lias done some ;.>retty vri.erd stuff, but 
I an't imagine thorn really believing tliat ragtag bunch could take an empty department 
store, j- think they wanted tliat operation to committ the US deeply, and that is 
where Ul'K drew the line. 

For whatever it is worth to you, correspondent for liaiaparts or not, I caution 
you noc oo take Turner's word for anything without independent confirmation and he is, 
on the subject of the assassination, liaving done riotiiing but lay e .gs hie:self, a 
literary kiepto. aniac. I've lived through it. iiis judgement is incre:libly bad. lie 
took a pair of agents to Uarrison, with no basis at all endorsed them, etc. I happened 
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kO De in on Oiirt Oi. it by accident, tirace. One night one of Jiia'a men asked me to joing 
liii.'ifor suppgr, wMch I 'a already eaten, taid he drove me to wiiere they liad tliis dimier 
going, in one ■iUaj’ter. It then seemed like lumer was the host. Ihere was tliis tsmge 
prir of yoimg peopi.-^ there, the girl rather hard faced and shortly-clad, wiiich v/as a 
byt aliead of tines in that part of early 68. And the next morning, v;hen I went into 
dim s of I ice for sonetning, they were shov/ing some real sick stioff on 16nm, which seems 
to have been intended aB as secondliark Lane cinema clas ic. lerrible crap. Disgrace 
1^0 a deceiit toiler. It later firmed out tiiat lumer }iad no basis at all for givin^" 
this pair a cliaracter, as he apiiarently did to '^im. ny source on tlic cliaracterization 
is hlaseli dubious, '^incu Salandria, who is periiaps a bit more paranoid than Larrison, 
But of one tiling there is no doubt; tiiat entire Mancy -Bemm Iiicli-h.O.-Boxley;el'urner 
bit was fiction. I can't evaluate her testimony about s^t^b.ko it has to bo^ earlier 
tnan most people believe, because thereafter she moved to and then around in h'.O. 
yid Perrin died tiiere in about i/StJ. (I'he colonel in her story co'old not liave been 
'^astorr, who liavc come to kno’.^ well.) ith no raore tlian the venom of extremists of 
the riglit estreme to go on, B and 'f had a team vihere one v/ould backstop the 
other's "investigation", all of which were non-existent or Vforse, raanufactures. I 
can^t^ go into tiuit, bu1; I will never recover from what it cost ;ae to keep tiiat insanity 
from being pulled to coromenorate the assassination in '68. I have a fairly complete 
file, what out on paper only. What I did, said, etc., I've had boitlier need nor time 
to comiait to ^paper. But my recollections are painfully sharp. That Boxloy was inany 
v/aj BlA is Id's invention to save his ovin face. I suspect he and Turner were busily 
engaged in making out the case Jim decided had to be. They are all tiiat way. It would 
^oake a half-4ey of tallying just to ;tell you tiiat zany thing. But ny point is, watch out, 
i/hether or not there is an assassination con..ectioa, there is a probably profitable 
and certaioly useful booi: in h^alan, and there is no rea.son for you to sliarc it, 
voluntarily or^involuntarily, I do wish we could get together, but tiiat seems unlikely. 
The only time I can now travel is v/hsn I'm paid to speak, and I don't loaow a dozen 
words od Spanish, Should you ever be able to come here, we do have accomodations. You'd 
be welcome, 

dariison on a ^enate investigation: the s^’est assumption, tragically, with 
Jim, is to asoume that orJ,y error is original with him. Th^*call for a Senate investi- 
gation, so far as he is concei-ned, originates with me, from my forst book and our 
later conversations, ^^'erhapa you reminded him. But he and I liau long taL-S about it, 
going back to the^ end ^of 4/67. It is the conclusion of my first book. Un the Kermedys, it 
is I who stop„;ed hiwi form keeping after Bobby, one of the few tilings on wliich could 
influenc ; him after he liad made his mind up. Tiiat was about ll/67. 



itoier fed you ruboish about the almost-mutlny in tie staff. That was Thmer's 
fault, aiid it was over charging Bradley by phone, from L.A. They called me. I had been in 
L.O., then on a trip tnat ended in L.A,., where I loft Jim. Tragically, and typically, 

1 left L.A. in liaste, without completing- the work I planned, because Sciambra -was 
supposed to be coming up here, lie didn't then, didn't even lot me’ know, and in our 
rusn to get x-eady here at home my „ife sprained her ankle. Alcock almost quit over it. 

The only real protestover that nonsense of GIA penetration v;as by me, to Alcock and 
Scimaora, while Salandria was still in iiS.Oo(l'd taken him there to reach ‘'in, who 
says day is night if I say day, on the correct, as it turned out, theory that it takes 
a paranoia to reach a paranoid. We finally got '^ince on the plane and out of i'J.O., or 
there would have becn^a real revolt, ne was beyond belief! figured Boxley was no 
morc^ tnan sick and doing Jim'.-;; blddin;-;, and I saw no reasone to give hxLm raore troubles 
on tne basis of notlrmg at all. I did all the work tiiat broke that ness up, not the 
st^f. And ,;hile lilcock and Sciaiabra were sympathetic to my argument and Boxley' s 
wliab had just happened to Jimwas such a blow, they would not take his one 
.rumb, tiiat press release, avray from him. t was, indeed, a terrible blow to tiiat ego. 
Turner is tne last p rson to be disillusioned, '“e v/as the largest single waste of 
tine, diversion ana cause of the waste of money of all, as I'll tell you if it ever 
serves a p^poso. Just remind me of Rose/i’arewell America. I repeat, wsioh your collague. 
Prom wlrnt I've seen of him, I can believe ■'^oober fired him for incompotenoe. And I can 
give you ciiapt ,r and verse. 
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I'm aware of the kind of self-portrait you can take from what I'm telling you. 
But you inalce up your om uiiid. I'm telling it to you as it is as I see it, an<.; I tliink 
you'll have uo doubt believing me if you liave occasion to see i:iy files, mnd v;ith all 
I'm into, vjithout tirac for wliat is important to our private lives or enough time for 
work, long ago I aoandonod tne ffort at diplomacy and the little extra time it takes, 
'^iia is not fond of me' for a number of reasons, one being tiiat I did and could do in 
his turf what he and his couldn't, another is because I don't tliink men's asses are 
lor men's kissing ^and would kowtow to him and telj. him how great he wasj, and another 
is the worst vice, bein;g right and calling the shots, -^oves those wlio fawn and listen. 

1 s uayed away from nim to the degree f could and worked. God knows he was doing ^o 
real work in x,.0. and somebody imd to. If I didn't begin to get the job done, I did 
what hc/they didn't/ I never hear from him. Infrequently I hear from others when they 
need lielp I can and do proi/ide, including on the current ixess, where tiiey've not 
seen wtmt I have. I exepeet one here soon. 

The beantors wcoe afraid, i'lalbright was other then than you now evaluate him, 
and the tough ones, like i-^orse, thou^t ^obby was prxvy to everything and if iic ira.s 
satisfied they felt they liad no reason not to be. iiobody is going to cliarge me with 
anytliing until there i<e some extremity that makes t e cost, calling attention to 
everything I've done, worth it, and tliat time has not come. J-'eanwhile , 1 am on the 
aggressive, ai;iking charges all the time, against them, in viriting and in court, ky 
P dil-IH-UP really clobbers iioover. Be doesn't want any attention called to it. Ditto 
for Kliiindicnst and iiitchell, etc. One a really full-field auditing of olu? books by ■ 
Intemal_ ^'•evonus, where unlilce ..im, I turned everytiiing over, the agent finished v/ith 
a higii opinJ&n of my v/ife and me and we got a small refimd! V/e keep full anu straight 
books, '..’e C£in stand investigation. 

xou are right in saying thj.t tlie pattern doesn't coiUiect K id.th the killing, 
lie was in jail, thou and when LEO was in hexcLco. Did you ever pick up anytliing on tliat? 

Reason for the Bay of -c'igs failure; rub'oish. It couldn't Imve succeeded, I 
tliink was designed to get us involvetL, not succeed, and I can't believe the OIA 
really believed the people would, rise up. ^nless they did, no invasion anyi-fhere could 
have succeeded. ficl-d.n,g so bad a place makes me wonder if failure v/asn' t the design. 

I've address the tearing apart of the CIa. I don't know wiiat is involvwo in the Vidal 
muruer, but can t believe it Vy'as coimected with the assassination. I don't knovr 
your unidentified soui'ce, but I dusputc and don't believe. Did Vidal Icao',.' of the Bay 
■^igs beforelmnd? On this you do not quote K. I do not pry, but you do no's; iaontify 
the I'j.Y. attorney who used to visit Kaplan, so 1 can't evaluate xiim as a souxteo. iiiaer's 
is a large office, by the way. Dor can I evaluate Vidal in any Bay Pigs, the real one 
or any planned later one which I can't believe liad Ji-lC's ok). Guns: the CIA doesn't 
nee any. fhey liave plenty. So Vidal is not wor.wing for them v;ith Bnl’ields, wlrLch are 
good but less effecient than available. Ihey arc- old and slow. You have only to read 
the Ul-i debates, as I iiave, to know' there was no such tipoff, -besides, the consum late 
s'cupidity oi the B— 26 tliat landed at '^y ’ii^est blew xt all over again, x.nd that wa.s 
reported in the U.S. 

I kno'.; notliing of Perreire Bros, or Pibrolite, But I’ve no reason not to 
believe tiiey could liave been a ii.C. cover opoipation. If you knot; anjrthing you'd lilie 
me uo evaluate, ask, o nialos oi tliis name ar • in the 12/67 R.O, phone book. But 
iibrelite is, at Vacherie, La., with a h.O. (.french Quarter general area) nu ber. K 
didn.^t have to know anjrti-ing to tell you the u'arren .^eport is full of holes, ^ou give 
no reason to consect Ruby andVidal. Nancy's testimony doesn't. But if Ruby was in"" 
Guadalajara, with any Genovese, that would be interesting (and this is not Vidal 
or Perrin), I'm not a.;are of sjnidicate anger aver loss narcotics business, don't 

d spute, but go into gambling through McLaney in 4iswsixs±sx OSVifLl) iRni!?.; OilLifulS. 

i/hon you address K’s role in the assassination, hsi "kno-’ing too much" doesnot 
.give him any role. Aj.d what he Imew, if anytling, that relates to the assassination 
and was not public you do not .;ay.... There is a fascinatingstory of C^iep aorrison and 
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h±s I thiiik strange death, another vrriter' s stor;/. I've done no work on it. He is to. 

Sorry I can't help on Koppelsohn. Sound intriguing. 

I don't tliink from what you've said tlvit you need iniov; anytiiing about sugar 
diplomacy or the mob, of .diicji I also know little. I tiiink you may be getting lost 
in th£- dubious where the real is great copy. If you tell the unquestioned story straight 
and light, you can ofi’er, for what it is worth, without endorsing it, wliat you have 
beenttold. But someone should read that latter parts for you, somone who can evaluate. 

If personal ego damage is one of the reasons you hesitate tackling tMs alone, I do 
not see any reason from what you've said. Did you tape any of youn interview;:, by tiie 
way'? Or transcribe? I'he other tilings are the norms of the spo:jk business or wliat is, 

I thinic, s.t beat peripheral. At least on the basis of what you've said. 

Your oil ances of getting a puljlisher are less >ath any assassination line essential 
to your story. Why not see what you have without it, which I consider a likely book, and 
then see if you have enough on the assassination to 'warrant inclusion of wiiat you say 
you can't vouch for bui» have been told? |ou iiavo a good CLl story, but I see notliing 
that lias Lieaning on the assassination(s) .'^If Islaplan gibes you tho promised "script" , 

I tell you frankly I'll not beloeve it unless, on reading, it makes sense. Others 
who served CIA roles on Mexico and i'ri.thout dependability, done were plain biiiberouths 
(Turned planted on on Garrison), some liardly normal, 

3-..t ySb. say this ties in with -the assassination. Hot with what you've told me. 

Tliis is iny tuiswer to your question, iiave you related the tuo cases. 

Do you iiave a US agent? if you do not, would you consider a Mexican xjublisher 
if he would finance your further inquiries? If you do not have a U.d. agent, how will 
^. ou deal with wliat publisherg They ar^; all crooks anyway. 

One of the redeeming features of what Inow of this case as it r dates to 
• publisliability i:; that it is not, as the CIA £uid publishers vfould see it, anti-CIA. 

Ii their boy was innocent, are they not good guys to rescue liim? i'uid that there are 
CLi agents or various kinds and categories is no longeir regarded as a state secret, 

I don't tiiiiHc you'd i-rrite ssxss±x~ a pro-CIA book, but they i.dght not talco the straight 
Lipalan story as urifav.-rable to them and there seems to be no reason 'wliy a, publioher 
should with all tne at -eiition it iias gotten, u'our first-person stuff to add coulube 
more tiian enough. 

I will not always talre this tine. I do because I tliinl: you have sooiething ojiA 
do not thinlc you have wiiat you seem to thinli you do. "hy do you not do what you really 
do iiave? Of your sources, all tliat I could consider dependable ia the Mexican lawyer, 
and all he said came from K, so you iiave given me no single source I'd trust. Certainly 
not Garrison or Turner, who Iknoim to well. They go for anything and malie up the missing 
voids. I've seen it to often. By tne way^, I've clip,,ed' tiio G.3. xiapers to the degree 

I iiave been able to on the escape. Ti'ie HYTimes service tiad a good one, 'with direct 

quotes of family and lai'fyers. Do you need? Can iiave. 

I call all women v/lio do not say they are married "iiiss", so if you are married, 

I intend talcing iio liberties, I do hope you can sort all of this out in your own 
midd, disasGOOiate wliat is dubious and decide whether you have a book i/ith the renainder. 

*‘Uid plea, e oelieve me, wliat i've told you tiiat you may not find con.jenial about people 

is right. As it is about any coiiiiection with the assassination. You've shown me no tiling 
1 can tell msy^-elf stands up on that. 

Jhatover you decide, good luck, "^t could make a great story. If you don't have 
pix, wli,y not try and get? Have you intorviviwed thu rieidlcan wife? She night have 
some fine ehhmalz, tiiat is, human-interest stuff. 

Best regai'tis, 




